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Q SIGNALS 


A Q signal followed by a ? asks a question. AQ 
signal without the ? answers the question 
affirmatively, unless otherwise indicated. 


What is the name of your station? 
What’s my exact frequency? 
Does my frequency vary? 
How is my tone? (1-3) 
What is my signal intelligibility? (1-5) 
Are you busy? 
Is my transmission being intérfered with? 
Are you troubled by static? : 
Shall I increase transmitter power? 
Shall I decrease transmitter power? 
Shall I send faster? 
Shall I send slower? 
Shall I stop sending? 
Have you anything for me? 
(Answer in negative.) 
Are you ready? 

you're calling him? 
When will you call again? 
Who is calling me? 
What is my signal strength? (1-5) 
Are my signals fading? : 
Are my signals mutilated? _ 7 
Shall I send,...messages at a time?!“ "*- 
Can you work breakin? 
Can you acknowledge receipt? 
Shall I repeat the last message sent? 
Can you communicate with direct? 
Will you relay to.....? 
Shall I send a series of V’s? 
Will you transmit on. 
Will you listen for 
Shali I change frequency? 
Shali I send each word/group more 
than once? (Answer, send twice 


Do you agree with my word count? 
(Answer negative.) 

How many messages have you to send? 
What is your location? 

What is your time? 

Shall I stand guard for you....? 

Will you keep your station open 

for further communication with me? 
Have you news of.....? 


NOTE: QST is a general call preceding a message ad- 
ressed to al] amateurs and ARRL members. This is a 
special abbreviation adopted by ARRL and means, in 
effect, “CQ ARRL.” 


THE R-S-T SYSTEM 


READABILITY 
1 — Unreadable. 
2 — Barely readabie, occasional words distinguishable. 
3 —- Readable with considerable difficulty. 
4 — Readable with practically no difficulty. 
5 —- Perfectly readable. 


SIGNAL STRENGTH 
1 — Faint signals, barely perceptible. 
2 — Very weak signals. 
3 — Weak signals. 
4 — Fair signals. 
5 -— Fairly good signals. 
6 — Good signals, 
7 — Moderately strong signals. 
8 — Strong signals. 
9 — Extremely strong signals. 


TONE 
1 — Sixty cycle a.c. or less, very rough and broad. 
2 — Very rough a.c. very harsh and broad. 
3 — Rough a,c. tone, rectified but not filtered. 
4 — Rough note, some trace of filtering. 
5 — Filtered rectified a.c. but strongly ripple-modulated. 
6 — Filtered tone, definite trace of ripple modulation. 
- 7 — Near pure tone, trace of ripple modulation. 
8 — Near perfect tone, slight trace of modulation. 
9 — Perfect tone, no trace of ripple or modulation of 
any kind, 


Ir the signal has the characteristic steadiness of crystal 
control, add the letter X to the RST report. If there is a 
chirp, the letter C may be added to so indicate. Similarly 
for a click, add K. The above reporting system is used on 
both c.w. and voice, leaving out the “‘tone’’ report on voice. 


IN EMERGENCY 
LISTEN before you transmit. Never violate this principle. 
REPORT at once to your Emergency Coordinator so that 
he will have up-to-the-minute data on the facilities avail- 
able to him. Work with local civic and relief agencies as 
the EC suggests, offer these agencies your services directly 
in the absence of an EC. 
RESTRICT all on-the-air work in accordance with FCC 
regulations, Sec. 97.107, whenever FCC “declares” a state 
of communications emergency. 
COPY ali bulletins from W1AW. During time of emer- 
gency special bulletins will keep you posted on the latest 
developments, 
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